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Design Intent

The design contributes to the revitalisation of the West End,
providing a component of affordable Housing - 38 generous,
spacious studio apartments. Although not a heritage listed
item, a decision was taken to retain the existing street facade
in an effort to retain this streetscape character element of
Hunter Street in consideration of the Heritage Conservation
Area. It can remain as a reference to the early 20th century
scale of the commercial  buildings in Hunter Street West, at the
street alignment.

The design for accommodation also has high consideration for
its local surrounding and historical context through a multitude
of planning and design strategies.

The north facing balconies at upper levels are directed towards
Nobbys headland,  with an existing natural view corridor
through Honeysuckle Drive. These balconies gradually twist
from East facing, to North Facing, where they are directed
towards the grain silos in Carrington, looking over the proposed
buildings at Honeysuckle.  The building continues to twist on
the lower levels to the West, to the view corridor of Steel Street
towards Throsby Creek. An organic, sculptured form results
from this twisting motion, providing architectural interest and
appeal in an otherwise monotonous streetscape.

Similarly, on the South Facade the top levels are directed
towards the south/ east view of Bar Beach and surrounds,
equally as alluring as the views to the North.  These balconies
are treated in a similar fashion, gradually twisting to the South,
where views are directed towards No.1  sports ground and
surrounding parkland.

To avoid long continuous side elevations a central core
connects to the North and South wings with vegetated bridges.
Corridors and lobbies are open air, with adjustable louvres,
providing pleasant views whilst moving through the building.
Service cores for the lift and stairs are covered with a green
wall trellis system, creating privacy between apartments and an
outlook for residents. Whilst it is envisioned that the whole area
will be built  to the maximum height limit,  these elevations have
been designed with careful consideration for the immediate
and distant future.

At ground level, the 'open' cafe/ entry area provides a view to
the rear landscaped courtyard from Hunter Street footpath,
extending the narrow footpath width. This conscious effort to
maintain a public retail space, respects the site's history as a
part of the public realm. Access to the cafe is a memorable
experience, with entry through the existing restored facade into
an atrium space, which allows customers to look up at the
twisting balcony form.

The intention for the residential communal  space at ground is
to maintain the existing brick boundary walls and character of
the old "market" space. Elements of the existing building will be
repurposed into this area. The existing southern archway and
openings will be restored and displayed. The positioning of this
space at ground level will create a sense of activity with
passive security, in an area which would highly benefit from
this liveliness.
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